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hand, a certain number of persons have the right to
claim it after making due payment. The property, there-
fore, does not simply become "mahloul," or vacant land,
destined to be put up at auction; it remains subject to
the right of "tapou," which is the right indicated above.
The claimants of tapou are the individuals who would
have inherited in equal proportions mulk trees or build-
ings found on the land; the associates or partners of
the deceased; and those inhabitants of the locality to
whom it may be seen necessary. Their right of revendi-
cation extends for ten years, five years, or one year. The
right to tapou is not transmissible by inheritance. When
the possessor of miri land dies without leaving heirs or
claimants of tapou, or when the grantees refuse to exer-
cise their rights, the land becomes absolutely vacant
"sirf majloul." It is put up at auction and turned over
to the highest bidder. With respect to vakuf, the va-
cancy cannot be complete and absolute; relative vacancy
and the right of tapou apply exclusively to miri lands.
When a vakuf becomes vacant, it reverts immediately
to the pious foundation to which it is consecrated. It
may thereupon be put at auction to be granted to a new
purchaser; the adjudication represents the rent paid in
advance. However, when an undivided part in a piece
of vakuf real property becomes vacant, the law grants
to the possessors certain rights, the exercise of which is
subject to conditions which vary according to each indi-
vidual case.
Ottoman recognizes only three methods of acquiring
property; (a) sale or donation, (6) succession, and (c)
acquiring monbah or mountain lands.
As a general rule the period of the limitation is fifteen
years, which applies to cases concerning the ownership
of mulk property and the possession of vakuf property
with fixed charge and double charge. However, different
periods have been established for various special actions.

